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I hold that our experiment in non-violence has succeeded to a
fair extent in India. There is, therefore, no room for the pessi-
mism shown in the question. Finally ahimsa is one of the
world's great principles? which no power on earth can wipe out.
Thousands like myself may die in trying to vindicate the ideal
but ahimsa will never die., And the gospel of ahimsa can be
spread only through believers dying for the cause.

Simla, 9-5-'46                                    (From Harijansevak)

Harijan, 19-5-1946
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ATOM BOMB AND AHIMSA
It has been suggested by American friends that the atom
bomb will bring in ahimsa (non-violence) as nothing else can.
It will, if it is meant that its destructive power will so disgust
the world that it will turn it away from violence for the time
being.   This is very like a man glutting himself with dainties
to the point of nausea and turning away from them only to"
return with redoubled zeal after the effect of nausea is well over,
precisely in the same manner will the world return to violence
with renewed zeal after the effect of disgust is worn out.
Often does good come out of evil. . But that is God's, not
man's plan. Man knows that only evil can come out of evil, as
good out of good.
That atomic energy though harnessed by American scien-
tists and army men for destructive purposes may be utilized by
other scientists for humanitarian purposes is undoubtedly within
the realm of possibility. But that is not what was meant by my
American friends. They were not so simple as to put a question
which connoted an obvious truth. An incendiary uses fire for
his destructive and nefarious purpose, a housewife $iakes daily
use of it In preparing nourishing food for mankind.
So far as I can see> the atomic bomb has deadened the finest
feeling that has sustained mankind for ages. There used to be
the so-called laws of war which made it tolerable. Now we